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Boys’ Hockey

Boys’ Hockey 1st XI

Coming out of a challenging couple 
of years due to the coronavirus, we 
weren’t sure how this group would 
perform and gel together. After a few 
preseason games against multiple 
opponents, we began the McCullough 
Cup campaign with a comfortable 6-1 
win against Regent House. Following 
that game we played RBAI without 
co-captain Charlie Rowe and managed 
another win with goals from Cody 
Large and Louis Rowe in a 2-0 victory 
at Havelock Park. To cap off the group 
games and secure a spot in the semi 
finals, we faced Sullivan Upper and 
picked apart easily to cruise to an 8-0 
win.

The All Irelands’ campaign commenced 
with fixtures spread throughout the 
whole year. Firstly we faced Munster 
side Villiers at a neutral venue in 
Dublin. It seemed to be a more 
challenging match for the Academy 
boys until the third quarter arrived, 
where we scored 5 goals while 
conceding one to leave the final score 
8-1.

En route to the McCullough Cup 

Final, we faced a strong Cookstown 
side in the semi final but sailed to 
a convincing 3-0 win. Between the 
semi and final we faced RBAI again, 
this time in the All-Ireland’s where 
Charlie Rowe returned to help us to a 
comfortable 8-0 win including a hat-
trick from Cody Large.

In early December we faced rivals 
Wallace High School in the McCullough 
Cup Final, where we fell into an 
unfamiliar losing position in the first 
quarter.  This was quickly rectified 
following a link up between the co-
captains to even the score. The score 
remained even until the fourth quarter 
when Cody Large gave Banbridge the 
goal they had been searching for. This 
goal opened the Wallace defence 
as another goal quickly followed by 
Louis Rowe again, which secured 
him the Man of the Match Award and 
the McCullough Cup for Banbridge 
Academy after a six year drought.

Following the Christmas break, the 
Academy boys did not slow down in 
any form as we faced Southern rivals 
Wesley College in the final All Irelands’ 

group match. We secured our spot in 
the All Ireland Finals Day with a 3-0 
victory. Mr Jess and his team then 
began their Burney Cup campaign in 
early March, when we faced Campbell 
College in the quarter finals after 
a bye in the first round. A sudden 
challenge on Louis Rowe would cause 
a season-ending injury and a sense of 
franticness in the Banbridge defence 
where Campbell managed to equalise 
at 2-2. Charlie Rowe then stepped up 

Charlie and Louis Rowe (co-captains)
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with two goals to make it 4-2 which 
saw Campbell fall apart, allowing an 
8-2 victory for the Academy.

Next up was the semi finals, where a 
sense of deja vu kicked in as we faced 
Cookstown again. With Louis Rowe 
out, someone else needed to step 
up. That person was Matthew McKee, 
who scored two goals accompanied 
by one from younger brother Adam 
and another by Ben Pollock,  leading 
to a 4-2 victory and a spot in another 
final. A week later the final took place 
at Playball Stormont with again a 
matchup with a Lisburn rival (except 
this time it was Friends’ School). 
Bann took the lead early through 
young gun Matthew Stevenson from 
a penalty corner but the lead was 
quickly whipped out by Friends’ by a 
penalty corner of their own. Matthew 
Stevenson stepped up again from 
another penalty corner, converting his 
second effort to take the lead going 
into half time. After many valiant 
efforts from Banbridge they couldn’t 
seem to break down the Friends’ 

defence until captain Charlie Rowe 
sliced through multiple defenders 
and slid the ball under the goalkeeper 
to put one hand on the cup for the 
Academy boys. Cody Large then added 
another to firmly secure the Ulster 
Double for Banbridge. Charlie Rowe 
took home the Man of the Match award 
this time. 

After securing the double, the 
Academy boys had their eyes set 
on a treble to cap off an unbeaten 
season coming into the All-Ireland 
Finals day. We faced Middleton in the 
semi-final, where four different goal 
scorers allowed for a comfortable 4-0 
victory to book their tickets to the final. 
Banbridge looked to finish their season 
on a high against Bandon Grammar 
in a thrilling final, which ended 2-2 in 
regular time and went to 8-second 
penalty shoot-out. Sadly, Bandon came 
out on top to claim the Tasmanian 
Shield.

Although a disappointing end to the 
season, overall it was one of the best 

in the school’s history with the team 
never losing a game in regular time. 
One of the main reasons for this great 
season was the coaching staff of 
Simon Jess and John Clark, who put 
endless hours and work into helping 
this team be successful and in shaping 
them into the team that they were by 
the end of the season. 

Ulster Schools’ John Minnis Estate 
Agents Burney Cup Final
Charlie and Louis Rowe (co-captains)

Banbridge Academy 4 – 1 Friends’ 
School Lisburn

Banbridge Academy Senior Boys’ are 
the Ulster Schools’ Champions for the 
first time since 2016 after defeating 
Friends’ School 4-1 in the Burney Cup 
final at the Playball Arena, Stormont.

In front of a raucous crowd, captain 
Charlie Rowe lifted high the most 
prestigious cup in schoolboy hockey as 
the Academy completed the provincial 
double following their McCullough Cup 
triumph in December.  

The Academy’s route to the Burney 
Cup final had been relatively 
straightforward.  After a bye in Round 
1, they defeated Campbell College 8-2 
in the quarter-final with Charlie Rowe, 
Matthew McKee and Ben Pollock all 
scoring two goals each.  Unfortunately 
during this match, influential forward 
Louis Rowe broke his collarbone to 
end his season early.  The semi-final 
against Cookstown High School 
proved a more stern challenge for the 
Academy boys, but their dominance 
paid off as they won 4-2 after a 
stunning hat-trick from Matthew 

McKee.

And so onto the final at Stormont 
against a Friends’ side who the 
Academy had easily dispatched earlier 
in the season 8-0 and 5-0 in friendly 
matches.  But a cup final was never 
going to be easy.  The Academy lads got 
off to the perfect start when defender 
Matthew Stevenson scored his first 
goal of the season after converting 
a penalty corner drag low past the 
Friends’ goalkeeper.  However, if the 
Banbridge side thought this match 
was going to be all one-way traffic 



Review 21/22

105

they were quickly proved wrong.  A 
poor defensive tackle led to a Friends’ 
penalty corner and after Connor Part in 
the Banbridge goal had made the initial 
save, Tom Archbold was on hand to tap 
in the equaliser.

The Academy regained the lead from 
another penalty corner in the second 
quarter.  After the initial attempt was 
charged down, the ball broke kindly for 
Stevenson who slapped in his second 
goal.  The Academy had complete 
control of possession as half-time 
approached but Scott Hosiack in the 
Friends’ goal was inspired as he kept 
out efforts from McKee and Tommy 
Dobson.

After the break, Friends’ became 
extremely defensive as they struggled 
to cope with the Banbridge onslaught.  
While Hosiack was keeping Friends’ 
in the game at one end, they had little 
threat in attack as Stevenson was 
magnificent as he marshalled the 

Academy backline.  However it took a 
piece of magic from Charlie Rowe to 
make the game safe for the Academy.  
He picked the ball up in midfield and 
drove with speed and skill, cutting past 
four defenders, before sprinting along 
the by-line and lifting the ball over the 
advancing goalkeeper to score from a 
ridiculously tight angle.  Minutes later 
the game was dead and buried when 
pressure from Matthew Spence saw 
the ball break to Cody Large in the 
circle who lashed a superb reverse 
stick shot high into the net to the 
delight of the large support of parents 
and pupils.

There were emotional scenes 
at the end of the match as the 
players celebrated a magnificent 
achievement as they completed the 
provincial season in Ulster winning 
every game.  After putting in a man 
of the match performance, captain 
Charlie Rowe said afterwards that, “It 
was an amazing game with a great 

atmosphere.  This win now gives us 
more motivation and confidence 
heading into the All-Ireland’s in Dublin.  
The only regret is that I couldn’t play 
alongside my brother Louis due to his 
injury.”

Banbridge Academy Boys’ Hockey 
Senior Squad:
Connor Part(GK), Charlie Rowe(C), 
Matthew Stevenson, Aaron Baxter, 
Seb Best, Luke Watt, Ben Walker, Tom 
Hamilton, Tommy Dobson, Matthew 
McKee, Matthew Spence, Louis Rowe, 
Ben Farson, Cody Large, Ben Pollock, 
James Evans, Josh Brownlee, Adam 
McKee, Denver Golbey(GK)

Boys’ Hockey



Banbridge Academy

106

Boys’ Hockey

2nd XI Boys’ Hockey 
Mr M Miskelly

With all the disruption and 
disappointment of our 2020/2021 
season due to COVID, it was fantastic 
to get back to fulfilling regular fixtures 
and competing in cup competitions.

We started the season with a loss to 
Wallace which was only 1 of 2 losses 
this season, the second loss was more 
difficult to take as we lost to Wallace 
again in the Dowdall Cup Final.  

In our second game of the season we 
played Friends’ 2ndXI, coming away 
with a 4-0 win.  Josh Cash scored a 
great reverse from the edge of the D 
and Matthew Spence was dominant in 
midfield.  Both performances earned 
them a place on the 1stXI training 
panel.

Now that we had banished the 
memories of our first game, the team 
started to really gel and put in some 
great performances, just in time for our 
Cup matches in the Dowdall Cup and 
the Prior Shield.

A 7-0 victory away to RBAI, the ‘old 
guard’ of Kian Bingham, Cameron 
McCombe and Nathan Reid all 
appeared on the scoresheet.

In our second Prior Shield group match 
at home, we faced a much improved 
Friends’ 2ndXI.  We struggled to get 
into any rhythm and Friends’ took an 
early lead after a defensive error. We 
managed to get an equaliser through 
some good play by Simon Ferris, with 
Nathan Reid getting the last touch on 
Simon’s effort to make sure we went 
in level at half time.  Another defensive 
lapse allowed Friends’ to take the lead 
early in the second half.  Although 
we rallied and created chances, we 
didn’t level the scores until late in the 

final quarter when Cameron McComb 
slotted the ball calmly into the Friends’ 
goal.  This was an important draw for 
us as it kept our qualification hopes 
alive from our group.

One of the best games of our season 
was a friendly against Bangor 1stXI,  
who drew with our 1stXI earlier in 
the year.  This game was to help our 
preparations for the later stages of 
our cup competitions and proved 
invaluable.  The team played superbly 
in this game.  A strong defensive 
performance in the first half from 
the backline of: Joshua Moles, Lewis 
Cousins, Kian Bingham, Tom Hamilton 
and Charlie Keery, kept us in the game.  
We were 1-0 down with only a few 
minutes to go to half time.  Daniel 
McHugh brought the scores level with 
a fantastic goal from the edge of the 
circle to shock the Bangor team.  

Bangor started strongly and soon were 
ahead again in the 3rd quarter.  The 
midfield of Ben Farson, Simon Ferris, 

Thomas Cunningham and Lukas Moles 
all worked hard to create chances. 
We eventually got the well-deserved 
equaliser from persistent pressure.  
We ended the game in the ascendency 
and were unlucky not to get a winner. 
Cameron McComb came close, just 
before the final whistle.

Having successfully reached both 
finals we were hopeful of picking up 
some silverware.In the Dowdall Cup 
we faced Wallace at Havelock and the 
team were excited about the prospect 
of a victory in front of a home crowd.  
Having lost to Wallace earlier in the 
season but then beating them 5-0 in 
the Prior shield, we were hoping for 
a similar performance.  There wasn’t 
much between the teams in the first 
quarter and it wasn’t until the second 
quarter that we broke the deadlock 
through Josh Cash.  Wallace started 
the second half strongly and were 
awarded lots of short corners, some 
were very questionable.  We managed 
to defend these well, with Denver 
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Golbey playing an important role in 
goal.  Eventually they scored and this 
shook our confidence and we never 
really recovered from it.  Umpiring 
decisions were not going our way 
and it felt like it wasn’t going to be 
our day.  When we eventually were 
awarded a short corner, our first of 
the game compared to Wallace’s 17, 
Josh Brownlee’s drag flick was well 
defended.  In the last 5 minutes of the 
match Wallace managed a second goal 
and despite our efforts we couldn’t 
get an equaliser.  The nature of this 
result was tough for us to take as we 
knew we hadn’t played anywhere near 

our potential.  This meant that all our 
hopes of silverware this season were 
now dependent on the Prior Shield 
Final.

We faced a strong Portadown College 
1stXI at Lurgan Junior High School in 
the Prior Shield Final, with Portadown 
College bringing a lot of support.  
Following our distraction in the 
Dowdall Cup Final we travelled with 
very few supporters, so that we could 
concentrate on our game.  

The first quarter started end to end 
with both teams creating chances to 

score. In the second quarter we began 
to have success up the right hand side 
of the pitch. The breakthrough came 
with Josh Cash playing a ball up to Josh 
Brownlee who rounded the keeper 
calmly to slot in our first goal.  The 
main threat from Portadown College 
was from penalty corners.  Before half-
time Portadown won 2 short corners, 
but we defended these well. 
 
In the second half we began to win a 
lot of penalty corners but were not able 
to convert any of these.  Portadown 
battled hard and in the last 5 minutes 
of the match, with us down to 9 men 

	 Played	 Won	 Drew	 Lost	 Scored	 Conceeded
	 18	 13	 3	 2	 62	 15

	 Date:	 Team:	 Score:
	 9/4/2021	 Wallace	 1-3
	 9/18/2021	 Friends’	 4-0
	9/25/2021	 RBAI	 7-0
	10/13/2021	 Grosvenor	 6-0
	10/20/2021	 Bangor	 2-0
	 11/6/2021	 RBAI	 3-0
	11/10/2021	 Friends’	 2-2
	11/13/2021	 Sullivan	 3-0
	 11/17/2021	 Kilkeel	 7-2

	 Date:	 Team:	 Score:
	 1/8/2022	 Sullivan	 1-1
	 1/22/2022	 Friends’	 1-0
	1/29/2022	 Bangor 1’s	 2-2
	 2/2/2022	 Campbell	 8-0
	2/26/2022	 Wallace	 5-1
	 3/3/2022	 Campbell	 3-2
	3/19/2022	 Bangor	 5-0
	3/23/2022	 Wallace	 1-2
	 4/6/2022	 Portadown	 1-0

Matches

	 Date:	 Team:	 Score:	 Stage:
	 3/3/2022	 Campbell	 3-2	 Quarter 
				    Final
	3/19/2022	 Bangor	 5-0	 Semi 
				    Final
	3/23/2022	 Wallace	 1-2	 Final

Dowdall

after 2 green cards, Portadown were 
awarded a penalty corner.  Fortunately 
for us they hit the crossbar with a 
drag flick.  This was to be the last 
opportunity for both teams before 
the full time whistle.  We deservedly 
were Prior Shield winners and even 
the heavy rain after the match couldn’t 
dampen our spirits.

I would like to thank Charlie Keery for 
his Captaincy throughout the year.  
Thanks to Kian Bingham, Nathan Reid, 
Cameron McComb, Jack McFarland 
and Josh Holden for their commitment 
to training throughout their time at 
Banbridge Academy.  It is my hope you 
continue to enjoy your hockey when 
you leave school.

It has been great for me to coach such 
a committed squad of players with 
such potential.  Here’s hoping towards 
an even more successful season in 
2022/23.
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Boys’ Hockey U15
Ben Thompson (Captain)

The boys had a very strong start to 
the season, with numerous victories 
against Friends’, Methody, Bangor 
and Grosvenor, while being led by the 
tactical genius Mr Stewart. These early 
season games allowed Alfie Norris, 
Ollie Small and Adam McKee to rank 
up their goal tally, which would in turn 
help us throughout our Richardson Cup 
run.

The lead up to our Cup campaign 
saw us inherit a new coaching team 
including Mr Walker, Mr Jess and 
goalkeeper coach Mr Bingham. With 
more coaches came more games, 
against strong sides like Wallace 
and a trip to Dublin to play Wesley 
College. Throughout these games, Max 
Nicholson and Ben Thompson’s centre 
back partnership was a solid platform 
for our defence. 

The Richardson Cup started in March 
against Campbell College after 

Ballyclare gave us a bye in the first 
round. We had a great victory over 
Campbell with Josh Osbourne, Mark 
Hanna and Adam Ewart controlling the 
midfield to send us through to the semi 
final against Sullivan. This was always 
going to be a tough game, but the boys 
showed what they were made of when 
the match went to penalty shuttles. 

Goalkeeper James McCoy was a brick 
wall in nets whilst shuttle scorers 
Josh, Adam and Ben allowed the Bann 
boys through to the final where we 
dominated the game. The 5-0 scoreline 
reflected the dominance against RBAI 
and lifting the Cup was a very big high 
to end on after an undefeated season 
as an U15 squad.
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Ulster Schools’ Richardson Cup Final
Ben Thompson (Captain)

Banbridge Academy 5 – 0 Royal Belfast 
Academical Institution

The Banbridge Academy U15 team 
convincingly won the Richardson Cup 
at the Playball Arena to become the 
Ulster Schools’ U15 Champions.

After several tight matches earlier in 
the season between the Academy and 
RBAI, this was expected to be a close 
final.  The match started as expected 
with both teams being nervously 
defensive but RBAI had the best of 
the early chances, with Banbridge 
goalkeeper James McCoy making a 
number of impressive saves.

The Academy sprung to life mid-way 
through the first half when, from 
their first penalty corner, captain Ben 
Thompson fired the ball high into the 
side net to give Bann the lead to the 
delight of the large support.  By half 
time, the lead had been doubled.  Adam 
McKee played a wonderful through 

ball to Alfie Norris who was brought 
down to give the Academy their second 
penalty corner.  With everyone’s eyes 
on Thompson, McKee stepped up this 
time to drag the ball across the keeper 
into the far corner.

Coaches Simon Jess and Colin Walker 
were thrilled with the half-time 
lead and the Academy boys grew in 
confidence throughout the second 
half.  Max Nicholson and James 
Macauley worked tirelessly to thwart 
any RBAI attacks and Mark Hanna 
was a constant threat breaking from 
midfield.  McKee further increased 
the lead when he stole the ball before 
going on a solo run and slipping the 
ball past the advancing goalkeeper.

After a succession of penalty corners, 
the ball eventually fell perfectly 
for Charlie Tumilty to slot in goal 
number four.  McKee looked certain 
to complete his hat-trick when Josh 
Osborne fed him from midfield but 

McKee rounded the goalkeeper only 
to see the ball bobble just wide of the 
post.  However, McKee was determined 
not to miss out and just before the final 
whistle he scored to make it 5-0 and 
earn his well-deserved treble.

The immaculate Ben Thompson lifted 
the Richardson Cup high to cap a 
remarkable season for the Academy’s 
U15 side.

Banbridge Academy Boys’ Hockey U15 
Squad:
James McCoy(GK), Ben Thompson(c), 
Adam McKee, Max Nicholson, Drew 
Copeland, Ryan Jess, Mark Hanna, Ollie 
Small, Alfie Norris, Tom Mawhinney, 
Shaun Ward, Michael McHugh, Josh 
Osborne, Charlie Tumilty, James 
Macauley, Adam Ewart, Sam Bingham
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Boys’ Hockey Under 14 
C. Walker

Played: 18	 Won: 10	 Drew: 5
Lost: 3	 Goals for: 40	
Goals against: 13

Top Goalscorer – Josh Osborne (12)
Player of the Season – Josh Osborne
Most Improved Player – Adam Ewart

With full pitch 11-a-side hockey being 
new to the U14 boys due to missing 
so much sport during the pandemic, 
this season could not have got off to a 
better start with a morale boosting 9-1 
defeat of Friends’ School.  The squad 
showed just what a talented bunch 
they are by following up this victory 
with a 7-0 thumping of Grosvenor 
Grammar.  New pupil Josh Osborne 
quickly proved what a great addition he 
was to the squad, with seven goals in 
these two matches. 

Captain Adam Ewart led a powerful 
midfield through all the pre-Christmas 
friendlies as the team suffered just 
one defeat, and that was to a very good 
RBAI squad.  Bangor Grammar, Sullivan 
Upper and Cookstown High were all 
well dismissed, as were Campbell 
College when a Covid-depleted squad 
put in a courageous performance to 
dig out a 2-0 victory.  One of the most 
consistent performers throughout 
the season was Jack Fleming in goal, 
who was nearly unbeatable at times 
as he laid his credentials to be a 
certain Ulster goalkeeper of the future.  
Stephen Grattan scored some crucial 
goals as he popped up seven times 
during the season to tap the ball home.  
Sam Bingham’s speed and skill saw 
him score five goals as he was often on 
the end of an Osborne through-ball to 
out run the defence.

Due to other teams not playing their 
ties in time, the Ferris Cup campaign 
was squeezed into just two weeks.  

After a bye in Round 1, Royal & Prior 
School from Donegal were the visitors 
to Havelock Park on a wet afternoon.  
The unknown quantity started the 
game well but the Academy boys soon 
found their rhythm and romped to a 6-0 
victory with Ross McCombe scoring 
two goals.  The semi-final away at 
Cookstown High was a daunting affair.  
A raucous and intimidating home 

crowd unsettled the Academy boys 
as they struggled in the first half but 
composed themselves after the break 
to equalise through Owen Dobson 
and set up a penalty shootout.  Jack 
Fleming was outstanding in goal as 
he saved all three of the Cookstown 
efforts and Ewart, Osborne and Michael 
McHugh all scored for the Academy.  
And so, on to the Ulster Schools’ 
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U13 Boys’ Hockey
Foreword by Mr Clarke (Coach) & Report by Ross McCombe (Captain)

It has been a great pleasure and joy 
to coach such a great bunch of lads 
in the U13 Hockey this year.  Over the 
course of the year we have witnessed 
significant development, progress 
and growth among the boys, both 
individually and as a team.  While 
the cup run ended prematurely, 
undoubtedly we witnessed a team 
who were more than willing to listen, 
learn and improve.  It was amazing to 
see the return of some normality with 
a full hockey season completed, and 
full credit to all lads who trained and 
played throughout the long season.  
Over the course of the season, I note 
3 moments of defining progress - 
defeating FSL after two defeats in 
earlier fixtures, narrowly losing 1-0 to 
RBAI after being demolished 7-0 earlier 
in the season and following a change 
in formation, going on to defeat KJHS 
3-0 in the Bannister Bowl.  

While it was an unfortunate loss to 
Cookstown in the Bannister Bowl, 
which could have been different on 
another day, we have embraced the 
lessons from it and aim to grow as a 
squad to be better next year.  

I would like to conclude with a few 
notes of thanks:
• Ross and Shaun - who have led the 
team with distinction this school year;
• 	Sam Farson and Mr Cosgrove - for 
drilling the basics and helping to get 
us competing against the top Ulster 
schools;
• Mr Cordner - for his unwavering 
support;
• Most importantly, all the boys who 
trained and played over the course of 
the year.  Well done!

It is important that we continue to 
grow as a squad, build on the basics 
and go again next year.

U13 Cup Squad
Archie Knott
Andrew McQuiston
Shaun Ward (VC)
Elijah McKinstry
Charlie Patterson
Harvey McBride
Ross McCombe (C)
Adam Liggett

Ferris Cup final which was played at 
Havelock Park to the delight of the 
Academy support.  The boys played 
very well but they could not get past an 
inspired Bangor Grammar goalkeeper.  
It seemed like countless efforts didn’t 
go in as the Academy lads hit the 
crossbar and the post twice.  A late 
Bangor goal from a penalty corner led 
to bitter disappointment for all at the 
final whistle. 

By getting to the Ferris Cup final, the 
squad had qualified for the John Waring 
All Ireland U14 competition played at 

Lisnagarvey Hockey Club.  The one-day 
tournament saw the Academy finish 
in 3rd place, only missing out on the 
silver medals on goal difference, after 
defeating Munster’s Newtown and St 
Andrews from Leinster.  A draw with 
the squad’s nemesis Bangor meant a 
win against Wesley College could see 
the boys clinch the title, but the Dublin 
side were worthy 4-1 winners.  Star of 
the tournament was the Red Army’s 
own Charlie Tumilty, who scored in two 
of the matches and created several 
other goals and chances.

I wish all the players the very best of 
luck next season in the Richardson Cup 
and there is no doubt sufficient talent 
in this group to be successful in that 
competition.

Squad: Jack Fleming (GK), Adam Ewart 
(C), Josh Osborne, Michael McHugh, 
James Macauley, Charlie Tumilty, Sam 
Bingham, Stephen Grattan, Moby 
Murdock, Andrew Grattan, Shaun Ward, 
Ross McCombe, Max Murphy, Owen 
Dobson, Daniel McKee, Harvey McBride, 
Adam Liggett, Noah Hansen, James 
Scanlon, Jamie Ramsey, Jay Nicholson.   
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Daniel McKee
Harry Gough
Isaac Steele
Matthew Patterson
Max Murphy
Patrick Murray
Owen Dobson
Thomas Chapman
Cameron Jones
Jay Nicholson

End of Season Captain’s report
The U13s this year were led by Mr 
Clarke, ably supported by the fantastic 
coaching of Mr Cosgrove and Sam 
Farson on a Monday afternoon.  This 
helped the squad to grow in confidence 
with the strict drilling to focus on 
basics.  By doing the basics well, we 
were able to improve as individuals 
and as a team over the course of the 
season.  
The team had a rocky start to the 
season with a hard fought 2-1 defeat 
to Wallace High followed by a 7-0 
demolition at the hands of RBAI 
(eventual winners of the Bannister 
Bowl).  However, as the season 
progressed with more focused training 
and a tweak to our formation and style 
of play, we grew as a team and started 
to play more flowing and attacking 
hockey.  This change of tactics 
culminated in a fantastic 3-0 win 
against Killicomaine Junior High School 
in the first round of the Bannister Bowl.  
The season of progress culminated in 
a disappointing 1-0 loss to Cookstown 
High in the next round of the Cup.  
However, we know that with more hard 
work and determination, that we will 
be able to grow as a team.  
Overall, there is some excellent talent 
across the squad, which was ably 
supported by the Year 8 boys who 
stepped up.  Owen Dobson played a 
free role which linked up well with Max 
Murphy, contributing to many team 
goals across the season.  A classic 
goal as a result of this was when Owen 
and Max linked up perfectly to find 
Harry Gough through the defensive 
line to score the opening goal against 

KJHS.  The change of formation allowed 
a very capable Daniel McKee to step 
into a solid back 5 to support Ross, 
Charlie, Shaun and Isaac.  Daniel made 
some big game changing tackles, 
which allowed counter attacks to 
flow.  Shaun, on the right, was able to 
push the ball forward to the front line 
which led to many back post goals 
by Elijah McKinstry.  Archie Knott, 
reserve goalkeeper for the U14 Ferris 
Cup finalists, made some amazing and 
vital saves throughout the season and 
kept the team in the game on many 
occasions.  Adam Liggett, came back 
into the squad after injury, making 
some incredible tackles and goal line 
clearances to help win games.  
In finishing, the squad is hungry to 
improve more next year and we look 
forward to improving and being even 
better.  Thank you 
to our coaches 
and all lads who 
played a role 
in our season.  

#excellencethroughtradition  

Bannister Bowl Results
Game 1: Banbridge Academy 3-0 
Killicomaine JHS (Dobson, Murphy, 
McCombe)
Game 2: Banbridge Academy 0-1 
Cookstown HS

Cakes for Every Occasion 
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Boys’ Hockey

Boys’ Hockey U12
Owen Dobson (captain)

Looking back on the season for the 
Year 8 team, we had a slow start as 
only a few people had played before 
getting to this school. However, a few 
weeks into the term and our team 
really started to develop. By the end of 
the season we were unbeaten in our 
age group and we really started to find 
our footing in this brilliant sport.

When it was nearing Cup season, we 
got more into full 11-a-side matches, 
as before Year 8 mainly played small 
pitch games. Our first competitive 
game in the Bannister Bowl was 
against Methody’s Year 9 team and 
was a closer game than we expected. 
In the last few minutes we got a short 
corner and a rebound goal from Daniel 
McKee to take us through to the next 
round against Wallace’s Year 9 side. 
Unfortunately a bad injury to Daniel 
just a few days before the match 
reduced our attacking strength against 
older boys and despite a close first 
half, we were well-beaten.

Nearing the end of the season we had 
our brilliant Oxford trip. We arrived, by 
boat and minibus, on Friday morning 
at Manchester Grammar School who 
gave us a hard match but fed us well 
after the match even though we 
won! We then went to RAF Cosford, 
who provided a nice place to rest for 
the night and gave us a tour of their 
hangar which was unreal. The next 
day we headed to Oxford for the big 
tournament. It was lots of fun to play 
in a tournament in a different country. 
Due to the hard work we put in, both 
of our teams won all their matches. I 
believe this was the first time some of 
us were away from their family for 5 
days but I know everyone had a blast 
on tour and thank you to our coaches: 
Mr Cordner, Mr Walker, Sam Farson and 

Peter Bingham for all the hours you put 
in throughout the season. Also thank 
you to this dedicated Year 8 squad.

Oxford Squad
Jay Nicholson
Cameron Jones
Harvey McBride
Adam Liggett
Adam McGerrigan
Oliver Wakeling
Daniel McKee
Joshua Quinn
Isaac Steele
Patrick Hart
Rueben Murdock
Oscar Niblock
Alexander Love
Owen Dobson


