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What’s been 
happening in Year 13?

● Skills focus

● Work experience

● Exploring opportunities



Careers Bulletin





Mock interviews: Friday 16 June

Application form

Aptitude test

Interview

Dress code



What happens next?

University - UK or beyond

Apprenticeship

Gap Year

Employment



Employment at 18

Right for the right person

Lifelong learning



Gap Year

Not one-size-fits-all

Do it intentionally

Make it work for you



Apprenticeships

Earn while you learn

No tuition fees

Step up the career ladder



UK Universities



Choosing the right course

Are you following a 
vocation?

Do you want a 
qualification that 
opens doors?

Do you love a subject so 
much you want to 
explore it more?

Aiming for a 
‘graduate 
job’?



Choosing the right university

Teaching 
style

Cost

Entry 
requirements

ReputationLocation

Size

Student 
experience

Which university fits into this space?



Entry Requirements

Be optimistically realistic

All is not what it seems

Do your homework



Reputation

Ranking websites

Personal recommendation

Alumni 

Drop your preconceptions



Location & Cost

Tuition fees p.a.

NI: £4,710

GB: £9,250

Cost of living?

Accommodation

Travel

Living expenses



Size, Student Experience, Teaching Style



Widening participation 
and contextual offers



Tools

OPEN DAYS



THE

APPLICATION



£27.50
(Payable via UCAS 
website on first 
submission to the 
school on 15 
September)



Right first time



Choices

In an ideal world…

But probably more like:

A*AA

AAA

AAA

AAB

AAB

AAA

AAB

ABB

BBB

BBC



Personal Statements

1. Explain why you want to study on the courses you’ve 
applied to. (150 words)

2. Explain how you have prepared for your chosen courses. 
(250 words)

3. Explain what makes you suitable for your chosen courses. 
(150 words)

4. Explain where you hope your course might take you. (100 
words)



References

Section 1: general statement about your school/college/centre.

Section 2: information about extenuating circumstances which 
may have impacted the applicant's education and achievement.

Section 3: other supportive information specific to the applicant 
and relevant to the course(s) applied for that you think 
universities/colleges should be aware of.



Predicted grades





Competitive courses: Medicine, Dentistry, 
Veterinary Medicine

16 October

Why apply?

Increasing the odds?



Competitive courses: 
Oxford and Cambridge

16 October

Why apply?

Increasing the odds?



Admissions tests

UCAT

LNAT

MAT

TSA

NSAA

And more…

Check what you need

Don’t miss application deadlines

Be well prepared



Teaching

Options

Supply & demand

UK options?



Interviews

Oxbridge

Medicine

Dentistry

Nursing

Midwifery

AHP

Pharmacy

Teaching

And more…



Republic of Ireland

No predicted grades

No personal statement

No conditional offers

Not just Trinity



Do you need 4 A-levels?

Do the sums

3A*=555

3A=468

3B=393



Outside the UK & ROI



Other routes to university



Student Finance

Tuition

Accommodation

Travel

Life!



Preparing to apply

Use your summer wisely



Preparing to apply:
Super-curricular learning



Preparing to apply:
Work experience and summer work

Make it worth your while



Preparing to apply:
Volunteering



Looking forward to Year 14

Attendance

Specialist interview practice

UCAS support

Other options support

Financial education



Any questions?


