
BANBRIDGE ACADEMY SCHOOL UNIFORM & AFFORDABILITY POLICY 
 

1. Introduction 
In accordance with The School Uniforms (Guidelines and Allowances) Act (Northern Ireland) 2026, 
the Board of Governors of Banbridge Academy reviewed the school’s Uniform Policy. A wide-
ranging survey of pupils and parents captured the importance of our school uniform in reflecting the 
school ethos and giving an overwhelming sense of identify and belonging. 
Through our uniform policy we aim to 

• Encourage pride in the school and respect for our entire school community; 
• Support effective teaching and learning; 
• Enable pupils to be comfortable, safe and secure; 
• Promote equality, inclusion and belonging amongst pupils; 
• Develop pupils’ sense of responsibility for their appearance and conduct; 
• Protect pupils from social pressure to dress in particular ways; 
• Prepare pupils for future careers where uniform and high standards of personal appearance are 

important; and 
• Support pupils, staff and parents by providing clear and consistent expectations. 

Pupils are expected to take pride in their uniform and personal appearance.  When in uniform, all pupils 
are ambassadors of Banbridge Academy and it is important they look and behave appropriately, whether 
in school, travelling to and from school or representing the school at an outside event.  
 
2. Consultation 
Following the uniform consultation in Dec 2025, the feedback and responses from parents, pupils and 
colleagues have assisted the Board of Governors in determining the school uniform.  The Governors, 
in making their decisions, were mindful of reducing costs and taking on board the range of comments 
received and determined: 

• Colour Scheme: There was overwhelming support across all stakeholder groups for 
maintaining school uniform, including the unique petrol blue colour for girls. 

• Limitation of Branded Items: Branded items are strictly restricted to core identity pieces. 
Where items feature the Banbridge Academy crest, they can be purchased from a number of 
suppliers to encourage competitive pricing. 

• Washable: To manage costs, all items of uniform are machine washable, including the blazer. 
• Physical Education & Sports Kit: Separate physical education and games kit requirements 

are maintained for reasons of personal hygiene, safety, and comfort across indoor and outdoor 
activities. Stakeholders expressed strong support for maintaining a Banbridge Academy 
identity within the PE/sports kit, which has been achieved while simplifying the compulsory 
items to manage costs. 

• Recognition of Achievement: All School Honours and recognition badges are designed to fit 
on the existing blazer, preventing the need for duplicate purchases. 
 

3. Cost-Reduction Measures and Further Guidance  
In direct response to specific concerns and practical issues raised by parents and pupils during the 
consultation process, the Board of Governors has determined the following: 
• Transition from Brown to Black Girls’ Footwear: Significant concern was expressed regarding 

the availability and cost of brown school shoes. Therefore, the Governors agreed a change to 
black shoes. To facilitate a reasonable transition period, pupils may wear out their current brown 
shoes and, only when replacing them, purchase black shoes. 

• Girls' socks/tights: Concurrently with the footwear transition, the Governors agreed to introduce 
black opaque tights and white socks, thereby enabling the purchase of high-street multipacks, 
significantly lowering the costs. 

• Girls' Skirts: Significant concern was expressed regarding the length of girls' skirts. To address 
this, the uniform policy provides clear guidance: Petrol blue with pleats (MUST be to the knee). 
Skirts should not be altered in terms of length. Skirts purchased too short will have to be returned 



and parents will be asked to purchase a new skirt of the appropriate length. Skirts must not be 
rolled up at the waist. 

• Universal 1/4 zip top (optional item): To avoid a proliferation of tops/hoodies across the 
school’s extra/co-curricular activities, leading to most families buying several different versions. 
The Governors have decided to introduce a universal black crested 1/4 zip to for all extra/co-
curricular activities. 

Years 8–10 Physical Education Day Exception: The school will allow pupils in Years 8-10, on the 
days when they have timetabled PE lessons, to come to school already changed in their school sports 
kit, including tracksuit bottoms.  Pupils across all year groups will change into their PE kit after lunch 
on Games afternoons. 
 
4. Uniform Specifications & Costs 
All items brought to school must be named. The costs below do not include discounts, which the 
suppliers apply. 
 
4.1 Girls Official Uniform List 

Item  Supplier Cost / Range 

Tie Petrol blue with red and black stripes Approved 
Suppliers 

£7.95-£8.00 

Sixth Form Tie Petrol blue with school crest Approved 
Suppliers 

£13.95-£14.50 

Blazer Petrol blue with school crest Approved 
Suppliers 

£55.00- £69.99 

Skirt Petrol blue with pleats (MUST be to 
the knee) 

Approved 
Suppliers 

£27.00-£34.00 

Pullover Knitted petrol blue V-neck (optional) Approved 
Suppliers 

£27.95- £36.99 

Blouse White Generic £10.50- £12.49 

Shoes Black shoes which should be flat-
heeled and in traditional school style - 
no slingbacks, platform shoes, stilettos 
or white/coloured soles. Canvas, suede 
or 'fashion' shoes are not permitted. 
Pupils will be asked to replace shoes 
that do not meet this requirement. 
(Transition period allows wearing out 
existing brown shoes). 

Generic - 

Tights/Socks Black opaque tights and/or white knee 
length socks 

Generic £2- £3 

Scarf Petrol blue with red and black stripes 
(optional) 

Approved 
Suppliers 

£45 

Coat Plain black jacket, preferably with 
reflective strips (optional) 

Generic - 

 
 



4.2 Boys Official Uniform List 
Item  Supplier Cost / Range 

Tie Petrol blue with red and black stripes. Approved 
Suppliers 

£7.95- £8.00 

Sixth Form Tie Petrol blue with school crest Approved 
Suppliers 

£13.95-£14.50 

Blazer Black with school crest Approved 
Suppliers 

£55.00- £69.99 

Trousers Black/dark grey Generic £25.00- £39.00 

Pullover Knitted black V-neck (optional) - no 
logos permitted and must not be 
sweatshirt material. 

Generic £27.95- £36.99 

Shirt White Generic £10.50- £12.49 

Socks Dark grey or black Generic £1- £2 

Shoes Black school shoe leather/leather look Generic - 

Scarf Petrol blue with red and black stripes 
(optional) 

Approved 
Suppliers 

£45.00 

Coat Plain black jacket, preferably with 
reflective strips (optional) 

Generic £10- £25 

 
 
4.3 Physical Education & Sports Games Kit 

Item Girls Boys Supplier Cost / 
Range 

T-Shirt Red crested stock 
Canterbury (CCC) T-
shirt 

Red crested stock 
Canterbury (CCC) T-
shirt 

Approved 
Suppliers 

£21.00- 
£24.00 

Lower Body Black skort Black shorts Approved 
Suppliers 

£22.00- 
£27.00 

PE Socks White sports socks 
(PE/gym) – non-
branded 

White sports socks 
(PE/gym) – non-
branded 

Generic £1.50- £2 

Games Socks Red knee-length 
socks (Games) – non-
branded 

Red knee-length socks 
(Games) – non-
branded 

Approved 
and Generic 

£7.95- £8.95 

Indoor 
Footwear 

Indoor training shoes 
with non-marking 
soles 

Indoor training shoes 
with non-marking 
soles 

Generic - 



Outdoor 
Training Shoes 

Outdoor training 
shoes (optional) 

Outdoor training shoes 
(optional) 

Generic - 

Safety Gear Shin guards and 
mouth guard 
(optional) 

Shin guards and mouth 
guard (optional) 

Generic - 

Tracksuit 
Bottoms 

Plain black stadium 
pant tracksuit bottoms 

Plain black stadium 
pant tracksuit bottoms 

Approved 
Suppliers 

£33.00-
£37.00 

Leggings Black activewear 
crested leggings 
(optional) 

N/A Approved 
Suppliers 

£26.00-
£28.00 

Sport Jersey N/A Academy crested 
sports jersey (optional) 

Approved 
Suppliers 

£32.00-
£38.00 

Universal 1/4 
Zip 

Black crested 1/4 zip 
(optional) 

Black crested 1/4 zip 
(optional) 

Approved 
Suppliers 

£39.00-
£47.00 

Rugby/Football 
Boots 

N/A Rugby/football boots 
(optional) 

Generic - 

 
5. Suppliers 
Where items feature the Banbridge Academy crest, they can be purchased from a number of suppliers 
to encourage competitive pricing.  Official suppliers: 

• Donaghys (tbdsport.co.uk) — Banbridge 
• R Fields — Banbridge 
• S D Kells — Banbridge 
• Maxwell’s — Lurgan 
• Small & Co — Dromore 
• Stash Shop (www.stashshop.co.uk/banacademy) 

 
6. Affordability 
6.1 Free School Meals (FSM) 
The Board of Governors ensures that uniform requirements do not act as an unreasonable barrier to 
school admissions or full pupil participation. 
6.2 Banbridge Academy Association Uniform Swap and Sale 
The school works alongside our Banbridge Academy Association to operate a pre-loved uniform 
exchange. Parents are encouraged to drop clean, serviceable uniforms and PE kit to the School Office. 
The Association hosts regular Swap and Sales throughout the year, ensuring high-quality uniform 
availability at minimal or zero cost. 
6.3 Support 
No pupil will ever be penalised for uniform breaches caused by affordability issues. Parents 
experiencing economic difficulties are invited to contact the Principal or pastoral care staff, 
confidentially to arrange assistance. 
 
7. Review Cycle 
This policy will be reviewed every three years as part of a regular review cycle. 
 
Approved by Board of Governors June 2026 

http://www.stashshop.co.uk/banacademy

